Name Name:









Period:

Notes on Great Zimbabwe

1. How impressive was the city?

2. Why did Great Zimbabwe become powerful?

3. How was society organized?

4. How far can we understand life at Great Zimbabwe by looking at Shona society today?

5. Who built Great Zimbabwe?

6. What was trading like in the Great Zimbabwe society?

Write a paragraph explaining your thoughts about how civilized or developed the society of Great Zimbabwe was. Write a paragraph explaining your thoughts about how advanced or developed the society of Great Zimbabwe was. Include 5 - 10 facts from the sources to support your answer. ____________________________________________________________________________________
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Notes on Great Zimbabwe

1. How impressive was the city?

· Early Europeans were so impressed they thought the structures could not have been built by Africans

· Supported a population of 10,000 to 20,000 people

· Very crowded urban living

· Walls were more than 30 feet tall

· Towers were over 70 feet tall

2. Why did Great Zimbabwe become powerful?

· They had wealth from cattle originally

· Extensive, productive (and oldest) gold mine

· Great access to trade routes

· Controlled the gold trade

· Major religious center

3. How was society organized?

· There was a class system with elites who lived higher on the hill, got the best cuts of meat from their social inferiors, and had multiple wives

· Women worked in the mines with the men’

· Wives also lived further down the hill than the men

· Lower social classes lived close together down in the valley

4. How far can we understand life at Great Zimbabwe by looking at Shona society today?

· Turn bark into cloth for clothing and blankets

· Music played on the mbira (like a finger piano)

· Cattle for food and also for prestige and bride price

· Mud huts, cattle pens , and granaries

· Hereditary tribal chiefs (passed down through families)

5. Who built Great Zimbabwe?

· Africans say they did and take pride in the ruins

· Cedar (only grown in Lebanon) was used

· Monuments similar to those in a colony of Sheba

6. What was trading like in the Great Zimbabwe society?

· Traded ivory, gold, pottery, beads, cloth

· Different cultures traded with each other

· Busy, healthy activity

· Greater access to things not native to Africa

Write a paragraph explaining your thoughts about how advanced or developed the society of Great Zimbabwe was. Include 5 - 10 facts from the sources to support your answer.
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